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With the Wardens 

Case files 

Wardens in the Lander Region were very 

busy throughout the month of October.  Most 

of the hunters contacted in the field were en-

joying themselves and following all laws and 

regulations.  Unfortunately, several illegal 

activities were also documented. 

East Rawlins Game Warden Dillon Herman 

coordinated help from outside the region to 

focus on an observed, several-year increase of 

general-licensed hunters taking deer in lim-

ited quota hunt area 84 south of Rawlins. 

Therefore, the Miller Hill/Bridger Pass task 

force was started this year. The task force was 

intended to address the problem of hunters 

hunting in the wrong area through increased 

patrol, a night checkstation and simulated 

wildlife operations. This first year was very 

successful in ad-

dressing the issue. During the first few days, personnel documented a 

total of 30 violations with issued citations totaling $6,120.00.  

 

Two additional cases were also detected during the task force. Baggs 

Wildlife Biologist Tony Mong witnessed a hunter shoot at a large mule 

deer buck on private land, from the road and in the wrong area.   An-

other case resulted in a $1000 fine and loss of hunting privileges for one 

year. This case involved a nonresident hunter who harvested a nice 4x4 

mule deer in limited quota area 84 with a general license. The hunters 
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did not field dress the deer in the location it was harvested, leading them to believe something was wrong.  

Since the deer was not field dressed, Dillon and West Rawlins Game Warden Teal Joseph spent a couple hours 

crawling on their hands and knees in the dark with flashlights, using pieces of hair to trace the drag trail back 

to the kill site where they could finally obtain a good blood sample. Dillon then talked to Baggs Game Warden 

Kim Olson about the vehicle that was involved in the incident.  Kim knew right where the hunters were 

camped and they located them the next day.  

 

Out of Riverton, North Riverton Game Warden 

Jessica Beecham and South Riverton Game War-

den Brad Gibb investigated two elk waste cases 

near Souix Pass.  The first was a small 6x6 bull 

elk that was shot and left the first week of the 

season.  The second involved a cow and spike 

elk that were left to waste after a “flock shoot-

ing” incident in the same area.  Suspects have 

been identified and interviews and investiga-

tions are ongoing. 

Lander Game Warden Brady Frude documented 

several deer and an elk that had been shot and 

left in the field.  A couple may have been cripple 

losses, but the rest were found to have been hit cleanly and never retrieved. Brady says, “Reports of violations 

and extreme unethical ‘hunting’ were very high in the Lander area 

this fall. I am pretty disappointed overall; these folks sure didn’t act 

like they had any measure of respect or morality.” 

Brady is also seeking any information in a case regarding a 

unique bull elk that was shot near Worthen Meadows (pictured at 

right) on the evening of Oct. 8. Most of the required edible por-

tions were left behind to go to waste. “Someone out there has 

valuable information about this bull, and I hope they can come 

forward to help out,” says Brady. 

Anyone with information on this or any wildlife violation can call 

the Stop Poaching Hotline at 1-877-WGFD-TIP (1-877-943-3847). 

Tips may also be reported to Brady Frude at  307-332-2704 , online 

at wgfd.wyo.gov or at the Lander Game and Fish Office at-307-332-

2688. Callers can remain anonymous and may be eligible for a cash 

reward if the information leads to a conviction.   
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Mule deer found shot and left in the Lander area. 

Elk found near Worthen Meadows. 
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